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; tiſed, 


Acts xxvi. 28. 


Almoſt thou ferſuadeſt Me to be @ Christian. 


ND many there are who go thus far: ever 
4 lince the Chiiſtian Religion wes in ihe world, 
there have been many in every age and nation, 
who were atm ferrſuaded to be Cariftians. But 
feeing it avails nothing before God, to 29 on 
thus far, it highly impurts us to coniider, 


Firſt, What is implied in being almoſt, 
Sccondly, What in being altogether a Cäriſliau. 


I. 1. Now, in the being almoſt a Cariſtian is im- 
piied, firſt, Heathen Hone'ty, No one, I ſuppoſe, 
will make any queſtion of this: eſpecially fince by 
Heathen Honeity here, I mean, not that which 18 
recommended in the writings of their philoſophers 
only, but ſuch as the common Heathens expected 
of one another, and many of them actually pre- 

By the rules of this they were taught, that 
they ought not to be unjuſt; not to take away their 
neighbour's goods, either by robbery or theft: net 
to opptels the poor, neither to uſe extortion toward 
any; not to cheat or over- reach either the poor or 
rich, in whatioever commerce they had with them: 
to defraud no man of his right, and if it were poſe 
idle, to owe no man any thing. 

2, Again, the common Heathens allowed, that 
ſome regard was to be paid to Truth as well as to 
Juſtice. And accordingly, they not only held him 
in abomination, who was forſworn, who called God 
to witnels to a lie; but him alſo who was known 
to be a {lancerer of his neighbour, who fallely ac- 
culed ary man. And indeed little better did they 
eſteem wilful liars of any (fort, accounting them the 
diivrace of human kind, and the peſts ol ſocieties, 
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3. Yet egain, there was a ſort of love and aſſiſt- 
ance which they expected one from another. Vhey 
expected wWiratever alllttance any one could AC 17 
another Ai hot pet zudice o bhimfelf. Andethis they 
extended not one to thoſe little offices of hnma- 
nity, whic | 


i Are per: mei kicut any expence or 
8 - Ae E 4 « PR i, | . . " R oF : . 
labour ; DUTT HKew!:ie fo tt [cealng he Hungry, it 


they had ſood to are, the clothing the naked with 

their own fupcrliious raiment ; and in general the 
EY | X > W * ; 1 : 0 1 * * 

giving to any tliat needed, {uct things as they 
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account of it) Ileathen Honeſty went, the ſirſt 
thing implied in the being air; a Carifiit 4 


Lk, ', A ſecond thing 5 
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ng implied in the being ame 
4 (riſtian, is the having + 
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that godlinels Which 1s preicnved in the gulpel of 
* * Ss 4 . Fn 1 F # 3 
Chriſt; the having the culjide of @ real Chrifitane 


Accordingly the ahaeſt Chriſtian Coos noth ys winch 
the goſpel forbids. He talteth not tlic name of God 
in vain; he blefieth and cu:!:th not; he Iweareth 
not at all, hut his conmunicalton is, Yea, Yea; Nav, 
nay. He proſanes not the day of the Lord, nor fut- 
fers it to be profaned, even by the ſtranger that is 
within his gates, He not only avoids all actual 
Adulterv, Fornicatior, and Uncle.nnels, but every 


word or look, that either directly or inditectly 


tends thereto; nav, and all idle words, abſtalning 
both from all detraftion, backbiting, tale-bearing, 
evil-ſpeabing, and from a fool:jt talting aud 
eſting. Eura xe 10, a kin Gf virtue in the Heothen 
Moraiilt's account, ÞBricily, from ali converlatioa 
that is not geg to the ufe of edifying, and tnat con- 
ſequently griznes the holy Spirit of God, whereby we 

are ſealed to the day of redemption 
5, He abſtains from ine wheran is exceſs, from 
revellings and gluttonv. Fe avoids, as much as 
in him lies, all ſtrife and contention, conti- 
nually endeavouring to live peaceably with all 
men. And if he iuffer wrong, he avengeth not 
himſelf, neither returns evil for evil. He 1s no 
railer, no brawler, no ſcoffer, either at the faults 
ur infirmities of his ncighbour, He does not 
wilingly 
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; willingly wrong, hurt, or grieve any man, but 

4 in all things e&3 and ſpeaks by that plain rue, 

a Whatever teu would/t no: he ſhoauid do unto thee, 

* 7 that do not thou ts anther. 

4 6. And in doing good, he does not confne 

N . himicif o cheap ani caly viices of kindneſs, 

1 | but labburs and tfuffers for the profit „f many, 

m { that by ail means he mav help ſome in ſpite of 

10 | toil or pain. IWhatfoever his hand findeth to do, 

: he doeth it with all hiz might + whether it de for 

4 his friends or for his enemies. for the evil or for 

. | the good, For, being not flothful in this, or in 

any 6uf/ineſs, as he hath opportunity he doeth good, 

p all manner of good to al! men and to their ſouls | 
+ as w- il as theit bodies. He reproves the wicked, i 
f inſtrücts the ignorant, confitms tho wavering, * 
; ty uickens the good, and comforts the afflicted. Ile + 
Ny 4 labuurs to awaken thoſe that lee p; to lead thoſe b L 
4 whom God hath already awakened, to the fountain 1 
n opened for fin and for uncleannels, that they may 4 
[ waſh therein and be clean; and tv itir up thote 
. who are ſaved through faith, to adorn the golpel 
5 | of Chriit in all things. 
1 | 7. He that hath the form of godlineſs, uſes all 
| the means of grace, yea, all of them and at all 

4 opportunities, He conſtantly frequents the houſe 

4 of God; and that not as the manner of {ome is, 
2 


who come into the preſence of the Moſt High, 
: : either loaded with gold or coſtly apparel, or in 
, 4 ail the gaudy vanity of dreſs; and cither by their 


” | unſealonable civilities to esch other, or the im- 
pertinent gaiety of their behaviour, diſclaim all 
; pretenhons to the form, as well as to the power of 
48 godlinels. Would to God there were none 
” even among ourlelves, who fall under the ſame 
| condemnation: Who come into his houfe, it may 
y be. gezing about, or with all the ſigus of th | 
i. e. gezing about, or the 2gns of the moſt 
" : liftiels, carticls indiflerence. though iometimes they 
1 may leem to ule a prayer to Cod for his bleſhong 
= on what they are entering upon: who, duting 
that awful fervice, are either aſleep, or inclined 
ah ia the moſt convenient poſture for it; or as tho? 
A 3 they. 
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hey ſuppoſed God was ail:ep, ta'xing with one 
nother, or looking round, as utteriy void of em- 
Ployment. Neither let thele be accuſed of the 
orm of goclinels, No, he who has even this, 
behaves with f{eriouſneſs ard attention, in every 
Pant of that ſylemn ſervice, Mue elpecially when 

e approaches the table of the Lord. it is not 
with a light or careleſs behaviour, but with an 
ai r. geFure, and deportment which ſpeaks noth ing 
elſe, but God 5e merciful to me @ finney, 

8. To this, it we add. the conſtant uſe of family 
Prayer, by thoſe whe are matters of families, and 
the letting times apart for private adcdreiles to God, 
with a daily fericuineſs of behaviour; he who 
uniſormly practiſes this outward religion, he has 
the form of ocdline's. There needs but one thing 
more in order. to his being aUnft a Chriſtian, and 
that is, oincertty. 


III. 9. By Sincerity I mean, a real, inward 
princip! le 1 religion, from whence theſe outward 
actions low; and indeed, if we have not this, we 
have not Hed! en i loneſty; not ſo much of it 
as will anſwer the demand on a et Epicurean 
Poet. Even this poor wretch, in his ſober intervals, 
is able to teilify, 


* Oderunt prccare boni, virtulis amore: 
Oderunt peccare malt, formidine pant. 


So that if a man only abſtains from doing evil, in 
order to avoid puniſhment, 


+ Neon paſces in cruce Corvos, 


faith the Pagan; there, Thou Ba thy reward, But 
even he will not allow i:ch a harmleſs man as this, 
to be ſo much as a good Heathen, If then ny man 
from the ſame motive, viz, to avoid puniſhment, to 


* Good men avoid fin from the love of virtue; wicked men 
avoic ſin from the fear of puniſament, 
+ Thou malt not be hanged, 
avoid 
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azvoid the lo's of his friends, or his gain, Or h 
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evil, but al co ever lo much good, yea, and uſe 

i} the: means ol grace; Vet we could not With any 
p . b * 7 LT . 
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he has no better pr.nceipie in his heart, he is 
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only a hvpoctit? airogether, 
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10. Stucert ite eienr necelſtiril Imnlied 111 
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the being aimo/t a Chriſliing a real deſiga io ſerve 
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God, a l.earty delite tu do t. is will: it is neccitirily 
implied that a man have a hace view of Gud in 
1 © . * * S Y . 5 9 , * A > 
ail things; in ail his convetfaion; in all his 
act ons: in ail he des Gr icar es undone, 
© 1. C 1 
de ſign, 11 a men be ale 42 CH, runs thro' the 
whole tenor of his life, Tisis the moving btin— 
ciple both in his doing goon, his 0 fl. 
evil, and his uling the oodrheners of Gaul) 
wy . * o . * . i . % ab 7 1 . 
11. But here it wil proveb.y be enquired, Is it 
polhble tat ans Nan 114195 iel 40 þ fir ac t115 
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and neverthetels be on! a'm » a Cinftt in? What 
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more than this can be Inp lied in eher aChrihe 
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0 
to go thus far, nd yet be bit 2 Chriftzan ; 1 
learn not oriv from the or:icies of God, but alſo 
from the ſure teltimony of exyeriencs, 

12, Brethren. g:cat is my bo de towerd you in 
this behalf, And forgive me thes wrong, if I declare 
my own folly upon the houte top, for voauts and 
the goſpel's take, duffer me then to {peak free ly 
of myiel!, even as of another man, I am cortent to 
be abaſed, lo ye may be exalted, and yet to be 
more vile, for the glory of my Lord. 

13. I did go thus far for many vears, as many of 
this place“ can teſtify. Ulirg dilizence to efchew 
all evil, and to have a coni{ctence vo. of « Jence. 
Redeeming the time, buying up very Opportunity 
of doing good to all men; conitinly ang carte fully 
uüng all the public and all the private means of 
grace: endeavouring aſter a ſteadv ſeriouſneſs of 
behaviour, at ail times and in ol! laces: arid God 
is my record, before whom I tand, going ell this 
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in ſincerity; having a real defign to ſerve God, a 
hearty deſire to do his will in «ll things, 0 piecie 
him who hath called me to Alt A- good! At, and 
to lay Ald of eternal Life, Yer mv o conicience 
bearcth me witnets in the Huly Gtoli, that all this 
time 1 was but almoſt a Chriſtian, 


II. If it be enquired, what more than this is im- 
plied in the being altogether a Chriſtian? lanſw er, 

1. Firſt, the Love of Ged. Forthus fait higword, 
Thou fiait love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, 
and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind, and with 
all V ſtrengt: ſuch a love of God is this, s en- 
groiles the whole heart, as takes up ali the aflec— 
tions, as fills the entire c:pacicy oi the foul, and 
employs the utmoſt extent of all us faculties, He 
that thus loves the Lord his God, his ſpiri-, conti- 
nuatly rejoiceth in God his Saviour, Elis delia At is 
in the Lord, his Lord and his all, to whom in every 
thing he giveth thanks, Al! his deſite ig unto God, 
and to the remem5rance of his name. His heart is 
ever crying out, Il om have I in heaven but thee, and 
there is none upon earth that I deſire befide thee. Indeed 
what can he deſire be ſide Goa? Net the world, nor 
the things of the world, for he is crucified to the 
world, and the world crucijied to him. He is crucihed 
to the defire of the fleſh, the dehire of the eye, and 
the pride of life, Yea, he 1s dead to pride of every 
kind. For love is not puffed up but he that dwel- 
leth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in lam ; he is 
leſs than nothing in his own eyes, 

9, The ſecond thing implied in the being alla- 
gether @ Chrijitan is, The love of our neighbout, For 
thus laid our Lord in the following words, Thou fralt 
love thy nerghbour as thyſelf. If any man alk, whois 
my neighbour ? we reply, Every man in the world; 
every child of him, who is the Father of the ſpirits 
of all fleſh, Nor may we in any wile except our 
enemics, or the enemies of God and their own 
ſouls. But every Chriſtian loveth theſe alio as 
himſelf, yea, as Chrijt loved us. He that would 
more fully underſtand what manner of love this is, 


ma 


_ * 


* 


Ga i 2 © 


may confider St. Paul's deſcription of it, It is leng- 
ſu/ering nnd 11 1d. [! 16 not , , T ; h O 2 Tmiketn 
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Dim 7147 loves. tt) e leait. tte ler varit of all. LOVE 
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doth not behave 1 „ anfeem'y ly. but cecometn a'l things 


to ai, men Se joel. th not er own. hut oniv the 
good Of others, that thev mey re laved 


not þro: ted: it call * out Wrath, which he who 
hath, 1. Ne! nad per f-F 1 I's: 0 #5 tt 1. 75 Net TA 
1! 10 veeth not tn 170 iquity, but reieicet in the truths 
Ie covcrcth all tt 9, beltevelt ail . It. H per ack 


F | 
things entureth all things. 
tacte 1s vet 0: Do thing more that way be fee 
Parately confidered, tho! it cannot be atually tes 
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; , 1 
r from the pieceding, which 15 imp.ied in the 


ding al together a Chriſtian : and that is the ground 
of all, -ven Farrn, Very excellent things are 
ſpoken of this throughout the races of God, 


Every one, faith the beloved Aileiple, that ùelievetà, 
ic born of God. Jo at meny as recctued him, gave ie 
power to become the fons of Gol, chen to ten that bee 
lreve on his name. And this is: ths victory 0 it ober- 
cometh the worll, even our Faith, Vea, our Lid 
himſelf declares, Hz: tant b:(teveth in the Son, ruth 
eve r ing life ; and cometn not inte condemnation, 
but is paſſed from death unto lite 

4. tet hers let ro man deceive his own 
ſoul.“ It is diligently to be noted, the Faith 
which bringeth not forih repentance, ar _ ove, and 
all good works, is not that right living Faith which 
is here ſpoken of, tut a dead ad dev fliſh a one. For 
even the devil's believe, That Chi was born of 
a4 virgin, that he wrong all k:n !s of miracles, 
declating himſelf very God: thet for our fakes he 
ſuffered a moſt painful death, o redeem us from 
death everlaſting: that he roſe gin the third day; 
that le aſcended ineo heaven, and ſitteth at the 
right hand of me Father, aud at the end ef the 


world (a ll come ati" 10 115 e both then 10K 284 


the dead. Theſes articles of our Faith the deviis 
believe, and fo they believe all that is written in 


5 Homily on the Salvation of Men, 
the 


1 
the Old and New Teſtaments. And yet for all 
this Faith they be but devils. They remain ſtill 
in their damnable eſtate, lacking the very true 
Chriſtian Faith,” 

5. The right and true Chriſtian Faith is, (to 
go on in the works of our own Church) not only 
to believe that holy ſcriptute, and the articles of 
our Faith are true, but alſo to have a ture truſt and 
confidence, to be ſaved from everlaſting damnation 
by Chriſt. „ It is a fare truſt and confilence 
which a man hath with God, that by the menits of 
Chriſt his fins are forgiven, and he reconciied to 
the favour of God,—whereof doth follow a loving 
heart, to obey his commandments,” 

6. Now, whoſoever has this faith, which purifes 
the heart, by the power of God, who drwelleth 
therein, from pride, anger, defire, from all unrigh- 
feouſnefs, from all jilthinefs of fleſh and ſpintt, which 
fills it with love ſtronger than death, both to God 
and to all mankind: love that doth the works of 
God, glorying to ſpend and to be ſpent for all men, 
and that endureth with joy, not only the reproach 
of Chrilt, the being mocked, deſpiſed and hated of 
all men, but whatſozver the wiſdom of God per- 
mits the malice of men or devils to inflit ; who. 
| ſoever has this Faith, thus working by love, is not 

almoſt only, but altogether a Chriſtian. 

7. But who are the living witneſſes of theſe 
things? I beſeech you, brethren, as in the preſence 
of that God, before. whom fell and deſlruclion are 
without a covering ; how much more the hearts of the 


children of men! That each of you would aſk his | 


own heart, Am I of that number! Do I fo far 
practiſe juſtice, mercy, and truth, as even the rules 
of Heathen Honeſty direct? Have I the form of 
godlineſs? Do I abſtain from evil, from whatſo- 
ever is forbidden in the written word of God ? Do 
I, whatever good my hand findeth to do, do it with 
my might? Do I ſeriouſly uſe all the urdinances 
of Goa at all opportunities? And is all this done 
with a ſincere delign and deſire to pleaſe God in all 


things ?“ | 
8. Are 
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8. Are not many of vou conſcious, that you 
never came this far? That you have not been 
even almoſt a Chriſten ? | hat you have not come 
up to the ſtandard vt heathen noneſty P At leaſt, 
not tothe form of chriſtien godlinels. Much leſs 
hath God {een finceriry in you, a real deſign of 
pleeſing him in all things. You never ſo much as 
ivtended to devote all vour words and works, 

our buſineſs, ſtudies, diverſions, to his glory. 

ou never even deſigned or defied, that what- 
ſoever vou did, ſhould be done in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, ana as ſuch, thouid be a ſpiritual 
facrifice to God through \ hriſt. 

9. But ſuppoſing you had, Do good de ſires and 
good deſigns make you a Chriſtian ? By no means: 
unleſs they are brought to good effect. “ Hell is 
paved, ſaith one, with good intentions.“ The great 

ueſtion of all then {till remains, Is the love of 

od ſhed abroad in your heart? Can you cry out, 
% My God, and my all?” Do you deſire nothing 
but him? Are you happy in God? Is he your 
glory, your delight, your crown of rejoicing? And 
is this commandment written in your heart, that 
he who loves God, loves his brother alſo? Do you 
love every man, even your enemies, even the ene- 
mies of God, as your own foul? As Chriſt loved 
you ? Yea, doſt thou believe that Chriſt loved thee, 
and gave himſelf for thee ? Haſt thou faith in his 
blood? Believeſt thou the Lamb of God hath 
taken away thy ſins, and caſt them as a ſtone into 
the depth of the ſea? That he hath blotted out the 
hand- writing that was againſt thee, taking it out of 
the way, nailing it to his croſs? Haſt thou indeed 
redemption through his blood, even the remiſſion 
of thy fins? And doth his Spirit bear witneſs with 
thy ipirit, that thou art a child of God? 

10, The God and the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who now ſtandeth in the midſt of us, 
knoweth that if any man die without this faith, 
and this love, good it were for him that he had 
never been born, Awake, then, thou that ſleepe 


and call upon thy God: call in the day when ha 
| * 


3 I. 

\ 
may be ſound, Let him not reſt, till he maies Ai. 
goodneſs to paſs before thee, till he proclaim unto thee 
the name of the Lord, the Lord God, merciful! 
and gracious, long-ſuſſering and avundant in goodneſs 
and truth ; kerping mercy for thouſands, forgiving 
zniquity, tranſgrefſion and fin. Let no man per- 
ſuade thee by vain words, to reft ſhort of the 
prize of thy high calling. But cry unto him day 
and night, who ue we were without ſtrength died 


for the ungodly, until thou knowelt in whom ou 


haſt believed, and can{t ſay, „My Lord and my 
God.“ Remember a/ways to pray, and not to faint, 
till thou alſo canit lift up thy hand unto 
heaven, and declare to him that liveth, fur ever 
and ever, Lord, thou knoweſt all things, thou 
knoweſt that | love thee.” 

11. May ve all thus experience what it is to be 
not almoit only, but altogether a Chriſtian ! Bein 
Juil:hed freely by his grace, through the redemp- 
tion that is in Jelus; knowing we have peace with 
God through Jelus Chriſt; reqoicing in hope of the 
glory of God, and having the love of God thed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt given 


unto us! 


